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SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE 1976 RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS 
BY CLIFTON PUGH. DEQUETTEVILLE CENTRE. 4:3:76 
Mr. Hawker, 
Your Excellency, 
ladies and Gentlemen: 
I am very pleased to be able to open this retrospective exhibition of 
Cliff's work. 
I have known Cliff for some years and, as some of you may know, have 
^ b e e n privileged to. be one of his portrait subjects. 
But my attitude to his paintings has not been formed by my friendship 
with him nor by the general admiration I have for him. Rather, it is 
the product of a different set of observations, made over a number of 
years, and of his paintings ajid their development in style and subject. 
In this exhibition - mostly from Cliff's private collection - there are 
some sixty pieces that very adequately indicate that development. 
They range from works painted in the late 'thirties and early 'forties 
(there are, in fact, two works painted on tent flaps from his days as a 
front-line soldier) through to some of his recent portraits of well-known 
^Australians and paintings like his 'Vietnam Body Count'. 
Seen together they indicate the very considerable scope of his art -
angular and brooding shapes from landscapes seen as if they are at the 
peak of endless summers - carefully observed and calculated portrait 
images - graphic commentaries on politics, violence and life. Such is 
the art of Clifton Pugh. 
The achievement is considerable. He is one of the artists who over the 
last twenty-five years have shaped the way Australians now see their 
landscape and, in an important sense, themselves. 
His art is a highly individual, and at times political, experience, 
ajid that is of course one of the things which interests me about it -
not because I am a politician, but rather, because I am, along with any 
other viewer, simply a part of that work which he observes and depicts, 
sometimes fiercely, sometimes delicately, but always penetratingly. 
That is his central achievement - an ability to teach the viewer how 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
to see and understand. 
And so it is for these reasons that I am very pleased to declare 
this important exhibition open. 
Thank You. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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